DARTFORD.
There were 470 patients in residence on January 1st, 1896, and 485 on the last day of December. There were 106 first admissions, 7 readmissions, 46 recoveries, 23 discharged relieved, and 23 deaths. The recoveries stand at 46 per cent, of the admissions, and the deaths at 4 80 on the average number resident; the former is above the county asylum average and the latter much below it. Of the deaths 12 were caused by cerebral and spinal diseases and 1 by consumption. Turning to Table X We are more than half inclined to agree with Mr. Powell when he sajs that the reasons usually given for the increase in the number of the insane in asylums are not wholly satisfactory to him, and he says he is "reluctantly obliged to come to the conclusion that in Nottingham there has undoubtedly been a substantial increase in the incidence " of insanity in recent years." Mr. Powell continues his instructions to the staff and four attendants, and two nurses have obtained the Medico-Psychological Nursing certificate. The farm is credited with a balance of ?294 in its favour, but rent of land, interest on capital, and patients' labour are not given, nor are the pricss given at which farm produce is supplied to the asylum. The average weekly cost per head was 9s. 5d.
